Liver transplantation in children weighing less than 10 kg: Chilean experience.
Orthotopic liver transplantation is the treatment of choice for most terminal liver diseases in children. In small children (≤ 10 kg), this procedure is challenging and has special considerations. The aim of this study is to describe the experience of a Chilean liver transplantation program in this subgroup of patients. The liver transplant database of Hospital Luis Calvo Mackenna and Clinica Las Condes was reviewed. All children less than 10 kg undergoing liver transplantation between January 1994 and July 2011 were included. Patient and graft outcomes and main complications were analyzed. We have performed 230 pediatric liver transplantations, 49 of them in 41 patients weighing less than 10 kg. The first indication for transplantation was biliary atresia in 25 patients (61%). A living related donor was used in 23 cases (51%). Actuarial survival was 75.7% at 1 year and 67.1% at 5 years. The main cause of death was infection, and the leading cause of graft loss was vascular complication. Our transplant program includes 2 centers that perform more than 90% of pediatric liver transplantations in Chile, including public health pediatric patients from all around the country. Patients weighing less than 10 kg represent the most challenging group in pediatric liver transplantation due to higher rates of vascular and biliary complications and postoperative infections.